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Superintendent’s Report 
Parks and Seattle Center Committee 

December 15, 2011 
 

Holiday Happenings 
 

 Cal Anderson Park Ice Rink. On Tuesday, December 6, in conjunction with the Pike Pine Events 
Group, Hunter’s Capital, Sound Transit and the Capitol Hill Chamber of Commerce, we joined 
Mayor Mike McGinn to open the Capitol Hill Ice Rink. The skating rink is set up on the basketball 
courts at Cal Anderson Park and Bobby Morris Playfield. The rink is made of a plastic surfacing 
made to act just like ice. It is better for the environment as it can be re-used and does not 
require any energy to cool and maintain. The rink will be open through December 24. 
 

 Pathway of Lights. Thousands of Seattle neighbors converged on Green Lake Park on Saturday, 
December 10, for the 35th Annual Green Lake Pathway of Lights. This annual event includes 
placing luminaries around the lake, enjoying free music, hot chocolate and other holiday goodies 
and getting into the holiday spirit. Seattle Parks and Recreation hosts this annual event with the 
help of sponsors and volunteers.  

 

 Argosy Christmas Ships Cruises. We will host 15 community celebrations with bonfires at some 
sites and hot chocolate and cookies at others for the passing of the annual holiday tradition of 
the Argosy Christmas Ships this month. The cruises and Seattle Parks and Recreation sponsored 
celebrations began November 26 and will continue through December 23. 

 

 Holiday Celebrations. Community centers, pools and other facilities will hold events throughout 
the city to celebrate the holiday season. Events include arts and crafts festivals, tree lightings, 
neighborhood get-togethers and a variety of other celebratory happenings. Highlights have 
included the Volunteer Park Conservatory Lighting Ceremony on December 2, the Ravenna-
Eckstein 4th Annual Arts and Crafts Show and the Van Asselt Community Center Holiday Party.  

 
And the holidays will be festive downtown with the following: 
 

 Park concierges will be keeping the furniture and chess sets out and helping tourists and visitors 
in Westlake and Occidental Square on non-rainy weather days throughout the holiday season. 

 Buskers will be performing on non-rainy days in Occidental, Hing Hay, and Pioneer Square.  

 Holiday carolers will be singing in Westlake and Occidental Square and Victor Steinbrueck Park. 
DSA funds have doubled the number of performances in Westlake Park. 

 On December’s First Thursday, a partnership between Parks and the Alliance for Pioneer Square 
in Occidental created a holiday tree lighting event with a flash mob performance of Santa’s 
Comin’ to Town by Michael Jackson and  music by the band Tuba Luba  

 Also in Occidental and Fortson Square, the tree sweaters are back, but this time in holiday 
colors—the result of a partnership between Parks and the Alliance for Pioneer Square. 

 Parks will be partnering with the Chinatown/ID community to have festivities in Hing Hay for the 
Lunar New Year in January, 2012.  
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Community Connections 
 

 Local food education for immigrants. The Seattle Tilth is now partnering with the Eritrean and 
Ethiopian Food and Fitness (E & E F & F) lunch program at Yesler Community Center to create 
cooking classes based on local food access and nutrition education workshops. They have had 
three successful cooking activities during their Thursday gatherings. This new partnership comes 
at the perfect time, as the previous sponsor of free Thursday lunches (Refugee Women’s 
Alliance) had to reduce funding for the program. Seattle Tilth will be able to fill this gap, 
providing a food source until ReWA funding is renewed in January 2012. 
 

 Bernie Whitebear Memorial Garden. The garden was dedicated on November 5 and is located 
behind the Daybreak Star Center.  Native plants have signs with their name in a local Native 
American language; Northern Lushootseed, Southern Lushootseed, for example.  In addition, 
each sing has symbols for the traditional uses of the plant; medicine, food, fabric. The kiosk has 
a sign carved by local carver Rick Williams. 
 

 Thanks-Give-N-Go. Rainer Community Center hosted the Thanks-Give-N-Go event on November 
22 where 2,000 turkeys were given away to local families. Mayor Mike McGinn, Councilmember 
Bruce Harrell and the Home Team (Jamal Crawford, Brandon Roy, Will Conroy, Spencer Hawes, 
Isaiah Thomas & Kam Chancellor) sponsored the event and were at Rainier CC to hand out the 
turkeys and sides to the families.  The event was featured on several TV stations.  (Rainier CC 
staff, with help from other Parks staff, basically ran the event with the Home Team Foundation 
providing the turkeys and food.)  

 
Capital Projects 
 

 Shoreline Access Street End. Construction is underway on the first site in the Shoreline Access 
Street End Levy project.  The project names 11 street ends, and three will be completed by the 
end of 2011; Spokane St. East Side/East Waterway (located under the West Seattle Bridge), SW 
Bronson Way (large parking lot south of Salty’s Restaurant with outstanding views of Elliott Bay 
and the City skyline) and S. Fidalgo St. (located in the Georgetown neighborhood between 
industrial uses, and adjacent to the Duwamish River). These are streets that end at various 
bodies of water, and are being opened up so the public can have access to the shoreline. 

 

 Jefferson Park Golf Capital Improvements.  Parks staff briefed the Golf Steering Committee 
(GSC) on November 10 on the preferred schematic design. The scope includes the following 
elements:  

1) Clubhouse – two-storey with banquet hall, café and outdoor dining, Pro-shop, 
teaching space 
2) Double-deck Driving Range – improved lights and netting 
3) Modified cart barn – capacity for 40 gas carts, with the potential for future expansion 
and/or conversion to electric carts 
4) Modified cart paths – limited to surrounding the cart barn, Beacon Ave, 1st Tee and 
18th Hole, additional path paving as an Add Alternate 
5) Modified parking plan – Increase parking behind the clubhouse to 20 stalls, parking 
enforcement along Beacon Ave, reducing the parking on the short nine by half, with the 
remaining parking as an Add Alternate.  
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The GSC approved the revised project scope. The second public meeting is scheduled for 
December 15. 
 

 Washington Park Arboretum - New Zealand Focal Forest.  The construction schedule includes 
tree removals in 2011 (complete), grading and installation of infrastructure in 2012, and planting 
in the early spring of 2013.  The grading and installation of infrastructure will go out to bid in 
January or February of 2012. 
 

 Encroachments. Two significant encroachments in the Puget Creek Natural Area in West Seattle 
have been eliminated – just in time for Seattle Public Utilities’ (SPU) wetland mitigation re-
vegetation program. Along the eastern boundary of the natural area, a neighboring property 
had fenced public parkland, and was using it for commercial purposes. After several contacts 
with both the owner and the tenant, a 1,900-square-foot encroachment was removed. Over 
along the northwest boundary, a larger, 3,000-square-foot area was being privately used for a 
BMX bicycle course, again with ties to a neighbor’s business. The site is now prepared for next 
week’s planting by SPU’s contractors, who will re-plant the areas with native Northwest plants. 

 
Staff News 
 

 Planning and Development Division.   Michael Shiosaki has been appointed as the new director 
of the Planning and Development Division. Michael has served as the deputy director of the 
capital division for several years. Previously, he was the manager of the Pro Parks Levy capital 
projects. 
 

 Finance and Administrative Services. Kevin Stoops will take a position as the Director of Finance 
and Administrative Services (FAS). Previously, Kevin was the Planning and Development 
Director. Kevin has nearly three decades of experience at Seattle Parks and Recreation. The 
current FAS director, Carol Everson, is retiring. 

 

 Parks Division. Dan Johnson will serve as the out-of-class director of our Parks Division. The 
previous director took another opportunity out of state. Dan has been with Seattle Parks and 
Recreation for more than a decade, and previously served as the deputy director of the Parks 
Division. 

 

 Facilities Maintenance Manger. David Broustis has been selected to serve as the out-of-class 
Facilities Maintenance Manager. David has been working as the Stewardship and Sustainability 
Manager, overseeing staff working on:  utility conservation, hazardous waste remediation, 
urban food systems, and volunteer programs.  David has been at Parks since 2006.  Prior to 
arriving at Parks, he worked on water conservation and green building programs at Seattle 
Public Utilities.  In 2010 David worked as OOC Manager 3 at Seattle City Light, managing their 
Commercial and Industrial Conservation Programs.   

 

 Park Rangers. It’s my pleasure to welcome Brock Milliern as Parks’ Security Supervisor. Brock, 
who has served as a park ranger for Bellingham Parks and Seattle Parks and Recreation, has a 
degree in Outdoor Recreation from Western Washington University and a certificate in Parks 
Law Enforcement. In his new role he will supervise our rangers, troubleshoot daily security 



4 
 

issues, concentrate on improving security in our downtown parks, serve as Parks’ liaison with 
Seattle Police, and provide for the general security of our parks and buildings. 
 

 Communications Office. Karen O’Connor will serve a 7-month stint as the out-of-class 
Communications Strategic Advisor in the Superintendent’s Office beginning Feb. 1, 2012. Karen 
has been the Sr. Public Information for the Planning and Development Division for the past five 
years. Karen recently received the Management Support Award from the Seattle Management 
Association. The current SA, Joelle Hammerstad, will be on maternity leave during this time. 
 

 Seattle Management Award Winners. We submitted nominations in three categories for the 
Seattle Management Association’s Excellence in Management awards, and we won in three 
categories. 
 

o Management Support went to Karen O’Connor 
o Management in the Field was awarded to the Park Rangers group led by Brock Milliern 

and including Cyril Ishem, Corby Christensen, Bill Gholston, Marlan Teeters, Sandra 
Wilcox, Melanie Boehm, Moshe Hecht, Lisa Harrison, Lisa and David Waterson 

o Planning and Project Management Award went to the Community Centers Statement of 
Legislative Intent Work Group, led by Carol Everson and Sue Goodwin, and including  
Susan  Golub, Brian Judd, Brenda Kramer, Rebecca Salinas, and Patsy Siegismund. Also 
on the team were Amy Williams of the City Budget Office and Kieu-Anh King and Traci 
Ratzliff of the City Council Central Staff. Congratulations all! 

 

 Unsung Hero Robert Madison. Seattle Conservation Corps (SCC) Supervisor Robert Madison 
recently won the Stanley Unsung Hero Award. Stanley, the Pioneer Square based company that 
makes thermoses and other outdoor products, has paid tribute to hardworking men and women 
all over the United States this year. Wrapping up their nationwide tour of recognizing 
exceptional employees, they finished here in Seattle by honoring Robert. Their Unsung Heroes 
are "unselfish men and women who take action and don't expect a thanks in return. They are 
the unseen worker who keeps a project or business rolling along, or a best bud who has been by 
your side and had your back through thick and thin." Robert received many nice Stanley 
products, and he is featured on the company’s website. 
 

 Ramping up customer service.  Our Recreation Division, which operates all the community 
centers and pools, has revised our “Yes We Can” customer service manual, and is now ready to 
implement changes.  All front desk staff will attend training on December 13, where they will 
receive the new and improved information.  Staff have been asked to come to the meeting 
ready to share both a positive and negative experience they have had dealing with customers. 

 

Volunteer News 

 Denny Awards. Every year, more than 40,000 volunteers donate around 350,000 hours to 
Seattle Parks and Recreation. Their contributions are worth $8 to $10 million – every year. To 
express our gratitude for these magnificent contributions, we recently recognized a handful of 
those volunteers through our Denny Awards for Outstanding Volunteer Service. These select 
few come from a variety of backgrounds and are doing all kinds of amazing things for park 
visitors and parklands. 
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Our 2011 winners include: 

 Nancy Chang, Skate Like a Girl  
 Darrell Howe and Darcy Thompson, Frink and Upper Leschi Parks  
 Nobuko Matsumori Anderson, Japanese Garden Advisory Council  
 Vision Greenwood, Greenwood Park  
 Terry Holme, Board of Park Commissioners  
 PCC Natural Markets, Big Day of Play 

 

 

 


